
 Investigation Opened into United States Padel Association 

The United States Padel Association and of its officers and certain board members 

are under investigation for alleged financial malfeasance, breach of duty, and 

violating federal and state laws regulating Non-Profit Organizations 

 

Dallas, Texas.  February 1, 2023. The USPA Members and Players Committee (the 

“Players’ Committee”) has opened an investigation into the United States Padel 

Association, its officers, and certain members of the USPA Board of Directors.   

Formal written notice of the commencement of the investigation by the Players’ 

Committee was served on USPA Treasurer and Board Member, Scott Colebourne on 

January 15, 2023.    

The basis of the investigation is evidence of alleged financial mismanagement by 

the USPA including the organization’s refusal to make legally required disclosures 

of its financial statements, annual reports, and tax returns. The USPA is a Texas Non-

Profit Corporation formed under Section 503(c) of the Internal Revenue Code.  The 

USPA has legal obligations to be transparent in its finances and in its related party 

transactions with USPA officers and directors.   

Evidence also came to light that that the USPA president, Marcos de Pilar, has 

conflicts of interests and may have engaged in self-dealing while acting as president 

of the USPA.      

According to Rudi Kalil, Co-Chair of the USPA Players’ Committee and owner of 

Padel Clube in the Chicagoland area, “Our Committee had no choice but to take 

action. The USPA has a president who cares more about his personal business 

interests in padel than about helping padel players and padel clubs.  Our Players’ 

Committee expects full transparency and cooperation by the USPA which we have 

not received so far.” 

In December 2022 the USPA was informed that its president, Marcos de Pilar, was 

allegedly violating federal conflict of interest laws by using the USPA to promote 

his personal, for-profit padel businesses. The USPA has refused to take any remedial 

action to address Mr. de Pilar’s conflicts of interest.   According to the Players’ 

Committee, “this is just one example of what we believe is a pattern of financial and 

operational mismanagement at the USPA.” 

### 



 

About the USPA Players’ Committee 

The USPA Players’ Committee was organized to reform United States Padel 

Association and to promote the sport of padel in the United States.  The USPA 

Players’ Committee includes padel players from across the United States, padel club 

owners, and professional level padel players who have represented the United States 

in international padel competitions including the World Padel Championships in 

Qatar in 2021.  

The Executive Board of the USPA Players Committee consists of Rudi Kalil, Adrian 

Beltramino, Francisco Riveroll, and Ken Stillman, Jeff Kennedy, and Kirk Kennedy. 

 

Rudi Kalil, Co-Chair USPA Players’ Committee (Chicago).  Mr. Kalil is the owner of 

PadelClube in Mundelein, Illinois which is the largest indoor padel club in the United 

States.  Professionally, Mr. Kalil is the president of Motorola North American and leads the 

company’s relationships with wireless operators and retailers in North America.  Mr. Kalil 

brings 20 years of experience working in sales, marketing, operations, and technology 

positions across high-tech, consumer goods and telecom industries, including Google, 

America Movil (AMX), Kirin, Nokia, IBM, and EMC Corporation. He earned a degree in 

Electronic Engineering from FAAP in Brazil and has an MBA from FDC/Kellogg, having 

complemented his education at the London Business School. 

 

Ken Stillman, Esq., Co-Chair USPA Players’ Committee (Dallas).  Mr. Ken Stillman is 

an attorney in Dallas, Texas and member of TBarM Racquet Club.  He is also former Board 

Member of the United States Padel Association and has a deep understanding of the 

problems plaguing the USPA.  Mr. Stillman is also the former president of United States 

Squash Association and Vice-President of the Pan American Squash Association.  Mr. 

Stillman brings extensive experience and leadership to professional management of sports 

organizations and is a strong advocate of “best practices” in sports non-profits.  Mr. 

Stillman is the founder of the O’Stillman Cup which is an annual squash tournament held 

in Dublin, Ireland.    

Francisco Riveroll, Co-Chair USPA Players’ Committee (Houston).  Francisco “Paco” 

Riveroll is top ranked padel player in the United States and member of the United States 

Men’s Padel Team that competed in the World Championships in Qatar in 2022.  Mr. 

Riveroll is a former collegiate tennis player and has expertise in sports management and 

sports marketing. He currently is the Senior Operations Manager at Real Turf USA which 



does extensive business nationally in providing turf solutions for padel courts and other 

recreational sports.  Francisco is intimately familiar with the USPA and was part of the 

original team of padel players that called for reforms of the USPA in 2019.  

 

Adrian Beltramino, Co-Chair USPA Players’ Committee (Miami).  Adrian Beltramino 

is an accomplished padel player, coach, and padel businessman.  Mr. Beltramino has the 

distinction of opening the first public indoor padel club in the United States, AB Sports 

Club in Miami in 2009.  Adrian continued to open 2 more indoor padel clubs including 

Padel Life in Hallendale, Florida in 2016.  He is also a former top ranked padel player and 

member of the United States Men’s Padel Team having represented the United States in 

international competitions.   Mr. Beltramino is active in the sport of padel as a player, coach 

and padel club owner for over 30 years and has been calling on the USPA to make 

meaningful reforms in the way the organization supports and funds US Men’s, US 

Women’s and US Junior Teams.     

 

Kirk Kennedy of Dallas, Texas is an attorney, educator, entrepreneur, and sportsman.   

Kirk is also one of the Co-Founders of the USPA Players’ Committee and has led the effort 

to reform the USPA and grow padel in the United States.   Kirk was responsible for bringing 

the sport of padel to Dallas in 2017.  Kirk is a graduate of Northern Arizona University 

(B.A.), University of Nebraska College of Law (J.D.) where he graduated in the top 7% of 

his class and served as Executive Editor of the Nebraska Law Review, and Masters in Tax 

Law (LL.M.) from the University of Houston Law Center.  Before attending law school, 

Kirk served in the 82nd Airborne Division Ft. Bragg, NC, was an agent with the IRS, and 

also taught high school mathematics in Arizona.  Professionally, Kirk has served on legal 

and financial advisory teams that have restructured some of the largest companies in 

America (e.g., United Airlines, Exide Technologies).  Kirk is also an expert in Election 

Law and has served as a Texas Election Judge and legal advisor to the campaigns of 2 US 

Presidents.  When not working, Kirk enjoys spending time with his family, playing padel, 

and hiking in the Grand Canyon. 

 

Jeff Kennedy, Dallas, Texas.  Jeff Kennedy is a Texas CPA, and former alumnus of 

national accounting firm Pricewaterhouse Coopers.   Jeff is a graduate of Texas A&M 

University where he earned a B.S. in Accounting and M.S. in Finance.   While at Texas 

A&M Jeff was a member of the Corp. of Cadets.  Jeff is active in the sport of padel and 

has played padel in the United States and in Spain.   Jeff is supporting the USPA Players 

Committee in its efforts to bring financial accountability to the USPA. 



Contact:  Kirk Kennedy, Esq. 

832.646.9228 

kkennedy@kennedyfirmtexas.com 


