
 
 
 

Minutes 
 

Tennis Europe Padel Task Force 
Meeting in Conference Capital 8, 4th June 2018 

17.00 – 19.00 HRS 

 

Present:  Luisanna Fodde  (ITA)   Chair 
 
  Luca Santilli   (ITF) 
   
  Valentijn Pattyn  (BEL) 
  Philippe Cerfont  (BEL) 
  Corinne Vanier  (FRA) 
  Henk Schut  (NED) 
  Vasco Costa   (POR) 
 
Tennis Europe: Thomas Hammerl     
  Maciej Szymonski 
 
Apologies from:  Richard Fahey  (IRL) 
 
 

 

1) Introduction 

 Tennis Europe 

 ITF 

 

L. Fodde, chair of the Padel Task Force, welcomed the Task Force members in 

attendance and conveyed apologies on behalf of the absent member. She briefly 

introduced herself and other, experienced Padel Task Force members. She also asked 

new members to briefly introduce themselves. New representatives from France and 

Belgium did so, outlining the Padel structure in their countries as well as their roles at 

the national tennis associations.  

L. Fodde passed the floor to T. Hammerl, Tennis Europe CEO. He welcomed all 

participants of the meeting and briefly introduced himself. He stressed the role of Tennis 

Europe in the world of tennis and underlined that as a request from member nations, 

Tennis Europe decided to take Padel on board. He stressed Tennis Europe has one 



main motivation regarding Padel and this is to ensure that all Padel activities are 

benefiting the Tennis Clubs of the member nations. Moreover, T. Hammerl briefly 

stressed the ongoing recruitment process of the Padel Manager and reiterated that 

Padel activities should benefit tennis clubs and tennis federations. T. Hammerl stressed 

that Tennis Europe serves member nations and Padel activities need to be seen in that 

context. He also underlined that Tennis Europe recognizes that the worldwide Padel 

structure is very complex.  

L. Santilli, Executive Director Tennis Development at the International Tennis Federation 

briefly introduced himself and thanked Tennis Europe for an active role in the area of 

Padel.   

L. Fodde informed members of the Task Force about the aims of the meeting. She 

underlined past activities in the area of padel and stressed the actions undertaken by 

Tennis Europe. 

 

2) Latest developments in the area of padel 

 ITF/Tennis Europe 

 IOC 

 Worldwide 

 

L. Fodde informed members about the current Observer status of the International Padel 

Federation (FIP) within GAISF (Global Association International Sport Federation). She 

passed the floor to L. Santilli who underlined that the ITF had placed a veto to GAISF on 

International Padel Federation recognition on the basis of a “rivalry” issue. He 

emphasized that the ITF was unhappy to learn that the FIP earned observer status 

within GAISF. He reported that at the recent SportAccord meeting, ITF’s COO Kelly 

Fairweather and ITF’s President David Haggerty met with GAISF President Patrick 

Baumann and expressed their concerns towards GAISF’s decision to award the 

Observer status to FIP. GAISF stated that the observer status given to the FIP is valid 

for 2 years and that without ITF approval FIP will not be given GAISF member status. 

GAISF also explained that FIP had been granted Observer status subject to 

accomplishing several conditions in their first year: : 

- change of acronym; 



- change of scoring system so that it will be different from the ones used in tennis 

matches; 

- agreement of good collaboration with ITF in place by January 2019 . 

During SportAccord there was also a meeting between ITF’s President and FIP’s 

President Daniel Patti without any particular positive outcome to report. He also 

underlined how important was the fact that Tennis Europe had been asked to get 

involved in Padel activities by their own member nations due to dissatisfaction with FIP 

governance and leadership. In turn Tennis Europe had requested the ITF’s support and 

this certainly provides a very strong base in front of the Olympic world. He underlined 

the excellent cooperation between Tennis Europe and the ITF so far and confirmed that 

the new padel manager position will be financed by ITF. Moreover, he underlined that as 

soon as the person is in the post there was a need to create a clear Tennis Europe 

strategy for Padel in Europe which will have to be presented to the ITF Board of 

Directors for endorsement.  

Upon explanation concerning the potential creation of the European Padel Association 

given by L. Fodde, there was a brief discussion on the perception of the FIP and Mr. 

Patti among member nations and internal FIP personnel problems. V. Costa told 

participants that the European Padel Federation was established years ago by 

Portuguese Tennis and Spanish Padel Federations but remains inactive.  

Following questions concerning the current relation between World Padel Tour and FIP, 

it was made clear that there was a cooperation contract in the past but it has not been 

prolonged and the WPT is more open to cooperate with Tennis Federations. On this 

basis there will be a WPT Challenger in Paris in October this year.     

Upon question from C. Vanier regarding participation and competition sectors of padel 

development, T. Hammerl reiterated that padel activities need to benefit Tennis Europe 

member nations and tennis clubs. H. Schut shared with other members that in the 

Netherlands it can be observed that people are very competitive and top level padel is 

very important and cannot be ignored.  

L. Fodde summarized the discussion by concluding that the balance needs to be 

achieved. Moreover, she reiterated the role of the future padel manager at Tennis 

Europe and stressed that at the Tennis Europe AGM and Board meeting in Budapest it 



was decided that the aim would be to reinforce padel for the benefit of the tennis 

federations. 

 

3) Tournament in the Netherlands 

 Update 

 

H. Schut gave a brief overview on the current status of preparations for the tournament. 

He stressed that the KNLTB is active in the area of padel for the same reasons as 

Tennis Europe. The tournament is meant to be an opportunity for players to compete on 

an international level. The Nation Cup will take place in the city of Nijmegen (20 – 25 

August 2018) which is a students’ city during the students’ introductory week. There will 

be 3 padel courts situated in the club (TPV Dukenburg) and 1 exhibition court in the city 

centre. Organizers are ready to host 12 teams from all around Europe with 

accommodation and meals included in the hospitality. L. Fodde promised to help with 

spreading information to the Tennis Europe member nations and encouraged all 

participants of the Task Force to send a team from their nation to the Nations Cup. This 

was supported by L. Santilli who clearly expressed that being this the first event under 

the umbrella of Tennis Europe, the European tennis family must deliver it  successfully. 

This position was supported by T. Hammerl who stated that Tennis Europe office will 

help in sending out invitations.  

Upon doubts expressed by V. Costa, resulting from his belief that Portuguese Tennis 

Federation is not in position to send a team as players will be banned to play 

Portuguese Padel Federation tournaments, it was expressed that all tennis federation 

should try to send a team. 

Moreover, H. Schut informed members of the Padel Task Force that on Friday, 24th 

August, there will be a one-day congress on padel and stressed an interesting 

programme is including topics such as: activation of padel, good practices of clubs 

activation as well as start of education of padel coaches.  

T. Hammerl informed participants that the padel manager should be in the post by 

August and will play an active role in the preparations of the events. 

L. Santilli underlined that this team tournament will likely offer case studies for the 

upcoming padel strategy.     



4) Padel Manager Recruitment 

 Update 

 

On the item of padel manager recruitment, L. Fodde and T. Hammerl briefly reiterated 

information concerning the state of the recruitment process. It was underlined that there 

were 24 candidatures received and 8 initial skype interviews were conducted. 3 

shortlisted candidates were presented to the chair of the Padel Task Force and ITF’s L. 

Santilli. Final interviews will take place via Skype during the next few weeks. The final 

decision and appointment of the Padel Manager is expected by the end of July 2018.  

Moreover, L. Fodde asked members of the Padel Task Force to suggest strategic 

objectives for the new padel manager and underlined that Padel Task Force role is 

fundamental in guiding the work of the padel manager.  

 

5) General discussion  

 Strategy towards padel 

 Actions to be taken 

 

V. Pattyn drew attention to the activation in clubs and underlined that tennis is very often 

perceived as old and routine whereas padel is new and refreshing for the clubs. It was 

stressed that the Tennis Europe padel manager should think about the right vision to 

give clubs new life. Similarly, C. Vanier underlined that in many French clubs padel is 

seen as a rival not as a complementary sport. It was also stated that the best practices 

should be shared among the nations with the padel manager engagement. P. Cerfont 

underlined that in Wallonie there was recently significant increase of members, padel is 

seen as a very social sport and is easier to play than tennis, therefore, more accessible 

and corresponds to modern way of life.  

L. Fodde underlined that the research undertaken by Tennis Europe was quantitative 

not qualitative and one of the tasks of the new manager should be to undertake deeper 

qualitative research on padel in Tennis Europe member nations.  

P. Cerfont shared with other Task Force members the origins of the cooperation 

between padel and Tennis Federations and stressed it is important that Padel and 

Tennis Federations remains open. This enabled the merge of Wallonie Padel Federation 



with the Tennis Federation and opened route for governmental financing. He underlined 

that Tennis Europe approach on benefiting only tennis clubs and tennis federations 

should be reconsidered as only a common approach with padel federations can bring 

positive results. He underlined that Tennis Europe is in the position to play a positive 

role in facilitating talks between tennis federations and padel federations. V. Pattyn 

underlined that it is important to listen to the padel community but stressed that in many 

countries there are emotional and individual issues.   

 

6) Other matters 

 

There were no topics discussed under the item of other matters. 

 

7) Next meeting 

 

L. Fodde thanked all for their active participation to the meeting and expressed her wish 

that the Padel Task Force will continue its work. She also reiterated that the last 

interviews with candidates for the padel manager post will take place during the next few 

weeks and Padel Task Force members will be informed accordingly afterwards 

concerning next steps and meeting. 

 


